
 

When You Pray 
As a teenager, I realized after a few months of driving that I could often arrive at a destination and remember almost noth-

ing about the trip there! Driving to some locations, like school, became mindlessly automatic, the entire activity performed by 
nothing more than instinct. Regrettably, many of us who know Christ often do the same thing in our prayers. We can mind-
lessly engage in prayer — multiplying words without any real reflection or genuine affection for God. 

In His teaching about prayer, Jesus was quick to point out that He didn’t want His followers to be “like the hypo-
crites” (Matthew 6:5) — those who just wanted to be seen by others. He also didn’t want the disciples to fall into the trap of us-
ing mindless words, we see this in Matthew 6:7. “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think 
that they will be heard for their many words.” (Matthew 6:7 ESV) 

Along with affirming what prayer is — communion with God — Jesus also teaches us what prayer is not. Here’s what He’s 
been teaching me lately: 

 

First, prayer is not an act of therapy. 
We shouldn’t seek some sort of kickback when we pray. Some psychologists suggest people pray because prayer produces 

serenity and alleviates anxiety and fear. Prayer certainly does these things, but sometimes prayer actually disrupts our tranquili-
ty. God uses prayer to radically re‑orient our hearts, which can be disturbing. Prayer can sometimes be “anti‑therapy.” This is 
because prayer is not about us but about the glory of God. 

 

Second, prayer is not an act of manipulation or persuasion. 
We’re not just trying to find the right formula or secret code to force God to answer our prayer how we want it. Nor are we 

trying to persuade or bargain with God as if we weren’t one of His creations. Prayer is about God's will being done — not our 
own. Therefore, we come to God and learn to pray, “Your will be done,” just as Jesus did. If God’s will is truly perfect, then why 
would we want to persuade Him to do something that’s less than perfect? Its true Scripture encourages us to bring our deepest con-
cerns, anxieties and needs before God, but we must not bring our needs to God thinking it will break down a wall of hostility 
or complacency. We bring our needs before God humbly, willing to submit to His perfect plan. 

 

Third, prayer is not a news report to the Creator. 
God knows everything perfectly. We don't need to use prayer as a way of alerting God to what we feel He “needs” to know. 

Not only does God know everything — past, present and future — He knows our hearts and minds even better than we know 
ourselves. We pray to confess our sins, admit our dependence on Him, lay out our hearts, and pray for others. We don't pray 
to give God our daily briefing, but to bring all our concerns before the One who made us. 

 

Finally, prayer is not an act of bargaining. 
Maybe like me, you’ve prayed prayers that sound like you’re in a negotiation meeting: “Lord, I will work on this sin if You will 

help me with this blessing. Also, I’ll try to do this for You if You promise to do that for me.” Though I wish it could, prayer doesn’t in-
form God of what He does not know, nor does it get Him to do what He's reluctant to do. Prayer does not change God. It 
changes us. Yes, God commands us to pray, and He takes our desires in prayer seriously. Yet, God is sovereign at all times over 
all things … and still loving toward His people. Prayer is not our bargaining chip with a reluctant genie. It’s our opportunity to 
commune with the Creator and Redeemer who loves us. 

 

PRAYER: Dear Lord, sometimes prayer seems difficult. Like anything of great value, it can take great effort. I pray for Your guidance and 
Spirit‑filled discipline to help me learn how to fall at Your feet and pray words that truly matter. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

Luke 11:1a: “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples said to him,  
‘Lord, teach us to pray.’” (NIV) 

 

            Blessing, Pastor Tommy 
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Joy & Sharing 
 

     Joy & Sharing will meet Tuesday, May 8th at 
11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring 
a dish to share.  For more information, see  
Gloria Reid.  We hope to see you there! 

 

Primetimers 
     The Primetimers will meet Tuesday, May 
22nd at 11:30 a.m.  The location will be  
announced in the Sunday bulletin.  Please join 
us!  For more information, please see Jean 
McChargue.  

All upcoming 3rd through 9th graders are invited to  

Shoreline Camp 

July 15th through 20th 
in Lagrange, GA 

   Shoreline provides an overnight camp experience for campers.  Shoreline camp is a chance for your group to 
get away and grow together for a week, to focus on faith, to learn more about who and how God created us to 
be and live.  There are crafts, games, canoeing, ropes courses, worship, and many other activities.  
   The cost for the week per camper is $475.  There are scholarships available, but those spots fill quickly, so 
please speak to Dena as soon as possible if you would like to apply for a scholarship. 

 

For more information about the camp, visit shorelinecamps.org  

To register your child, please speak to Dena Anderson, our Children/Youth Coordinator. 



Landing Get-Togethers  
 

  Each Sunday, following the 8:45 a.m. service and again between Sunday School and the 11:00 a.m. 
service, a group in our church will sponsor a brief time of hospitality on the stair landing.  During the 
month of May, the Outreach Committee will be promoting our many missions programs at the church.  
Stop by to see how you can get involved. 
 The Outreach Committee has planned for the followings 
groups to host the Landing Get-Togethers for the coming year: 

 
May  Outreach Committee to promote Missions 
June  VBS Sign up 
July   UMW & Youth  - Back to School 

 

Graduation Celebration 
Calling all graduates!  

We want to celebrate YOU! 
A graduation recognition will be held on Sunday, May 20th during both morning  

services, with a reception in the Fellowship Hall after the 11:00 a.m. service.  
 

     If you are graduating this year, please call or email the church office to let us know the institution 
and degree so that we may celebrate you.  Please let the church know no later than May 13th so that 
we may be sure to celebrate your accomplishments.  



 

Monthly Mission 

Appalachia Service Project 
 

     Appalachia Service Project is a Christian ministry, open to all people, that inspires hope and service 
through volunteer home repair and replacement in Central Appalachia.  We provide emergency home 
repairs for nearly 650 families each year.  We repair floors, repair roofs, build additions, and tackle other 
critical needs.  By the work we do and values we witness, our volunteers restore hope to those caught in 
long-term poverty.   
 
     Each year, Inman UMC takes a group of youth and adult volunteers to serve families in need.  Our 
volunteers have been working hard to raise funds for their trip by hosting Potato Bakes once a month in 
the Fellowship Hall and through commitments from church members to pray and support them.  This 
month, the Noisy Bucket and Altar Rail collection on Sundays will go to support this mission trip.   
 
     If you would like to support our service trip volunteers, please stop by the Landing between Sunday 
morning services and check out the ASP Angel Tree or speak to one of the volunteers.   

Impact 
     Square Foot Ministry offers a missions opportunity specifically  
designed to help young people discover anew what it means to be part 
of the body of Christ.  As participants in our IMPACT program, they 
are able to help needy people in a unique way - construction.  
Through that experience, they are also guided to find some of the  
answers they have begun to seek. 
 

     This year’s event will be the framing of 2 new single family homes 
in Griffin, GA.  This will involve standing walls, installing trusses, 
placing siding, windows/doors. 
 

The service project will begin with a kick-off on Tuesday, June 5.  
Work days will follow on Wednesday through Friday, June 6 - 8. 

 

All youth and adults interested in participating should speak to  
Ed Roehm or Dena Anderson.   



 Every month, we would like to shine a spotlight on one of our Inman youth who shows their love 
for their church family through service. This is a great way for you to get to know our wonderful youth!  
 

This month’s spotlight youth is  

Andrew Starkey 

 Andrew is in the 7th grade at Whitewater Middle School.  He joined Inman last year and has 
been involved in various church activities, such as Vacation Bible School at summer and Christmas, 
served as an acolyte on Sundays, and done construction with Square Foot Ministries.  He is a key mem-
ber of our Youth in Service and helps with TeamKID on Wednesday evenings.  He has participated in 
Disciple Now and Winter Jam with the youth group.  
 Andrew plays the trumpet in the WMS Concert band and is an aspiring antique car enthusiast.  
He is currently working with his dad to rebuild a dirt bike from the ground up.  
 

 If you see Andrew, be sure to say hello and thank him for all the ways he serves our congregation. 
         Dena Anderson, Children & Youth Coordinator 



Our Prayer List 

For healing from health concerns 
Jayne Akeman 
Carlos Allen (Gloria Reid’s brother) 
Wanda Anderick (Nancy Allgood)  
Anna Anderson (Angus Anderson) 
Sara Ballard 
Ray Barday (Charles Cox) 
Liz Beardon (Judy Becco’s sister)  
Glenda Berman (Dixie Berner) 
Brad Cook 
Darleen Cornelison  
Kathy Cottrell (Kay Cox) 
Charles Cox 
Nancy Dunaway (Mary Jane Fortner) 
Brenda Durkee 
Cheryl Gibbs, aneurysm (Tommy Peacock)  
Luke Gilliam (Jane St. Amour) 
Ed Goins (Kay Cox) 
Nicole Henry, colitis 
Jean Hilten (Claire Starkey’s aunt) 
Gavin Howe (Ruth Sitton) 
Bill LaTerre (Martha Kozisek) 
Tommy Mask 
Miriam Schmidt 
Elsie Sellman (Arlys Ferrell) 
John Stevens 
Ursala Strickland (Linda DeLisle’s mother) 
Katy Swanger 
Dorothy Swanson (Nancy Allgood) 
Lee Wagner (Brad Wagner’s father) 
Jeff Wedge 
Rhonda Wheeler (Daughter-in-law of 

George & Lynn Wheeler) 
Don Whiteside 
Albert Williams (Jane St. Amour) 
 

For healing from cancer 
Terri Adams (Virginia Adams’ daughter) 

Ben Akeman 
Brandon Brown (Claire Starkey) 
Sandy Burns (Kay Cox) 
Wayne Byrd (Cyndie Hogeland) 
Barbi Charles (Dena Anderson) 
Nancy Cox (Cox’s sister-in-law) 
Marcie Daudry (Brenda Neupert) 
Walter Delia (Martha Kozisek) 
Dan Dudley (Pat Pratt) 
Mary Lee Giddings 
Gina Henderliter (step-daughter of Carolyn 

Kramlich)  
Donna Hilton (Claire Starkey) 
Matt Kirkindall 
Marvin Markham 
Harry Martin (George & Lynn Wheeler) 
Agnes McChargue  
Barbara Redmon (Nancy Allgood) 
James Rideout, bone marrow transplant 
Katie Schmidt (Brenda Schachle) 
Joey Shelton (Debora Morris) 
Ann Talant (Caroline Akeman) 
Brent Taylor (Jim & Karen Blue) 
Lee Turner (Dean Turner) 
Louise Woods (Ann Hembree) 
Kay Young (Forrest & Sara Ballard) 
 
For those mourning the deaths of these 

loved ones 
David Cornelison 
Melvine Barday 
Bobby Lamb 
John Stevens 
 

Other Concerns 
For the children and youth programs of  
 Inman 
Unspoken prayers of the congregation 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 
 

30 1 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

2 
5:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Evening Supper 

(Spaghetti- Finance) 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

3 4 5 

6 
Holy Communion 
Noisy Buckets 

7 8 
11:30 a.m.  
Joy & Sharing 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

9 
5:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

10 
3:00 p.m.  
Girl Scout  
Meeting 

11 12 
 

13 
Mother's Day 

14 15 
7:00 p.m.  
Administrative Board 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

16 
1:30 p.m. Outreach  
Committee Meeting 
4:30 p.m. Worship  
Committee Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

17 18 19 

20 
Graduation  
Recognition 
12:15 p.m. ASP  
Potato Bake 
12:15 p.m.  
Children/Youth 

Council 

21 22 
11:30 a.m. Primetimers 
6:30 p.m. UMM 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

23 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

30 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

31   
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https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855614/2018-05-01
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264267037/2018-04-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265341764/2017-09-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263618957/2017-09-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264137668/2018-05-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264137662/2018-05-06
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855631/2018-05-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855631/2018-05-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855614/2018-05-08
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264267037/2018-04-11
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263618957/2017-09-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265850456/2018-05-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265850456/2018-05-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265850456/2018-05-10
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265951938/2018-05-13
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265951935/2018-05-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265951935/2018-05-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855614/2018-05-15
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265713004/2018-05-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265713004/2018-05-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265712982/2018-05-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265712982/2018-05-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263618957/2018-05-16
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265951941/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265951941/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265891722/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/265891722/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264066625/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264066625/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/264066625/2018-05-20
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855578/2018-05-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855586/2018-05-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855614/2018-05-22
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263618957/2018-05-23
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263855614/2018-05-29
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73890157/event/263618957/2018-05-30


 
Jeff Creel  05/01 
Brad Wagner 05/03 
Courtney Allen 05/09 
Katherine Wedge 05/12 
John Brown 05/27 
Linda Wagner 05/25 
George Wheeler 05/28 

 
 
If you see that a birthday is missing, please notify the 
church office so that we can make the correction in 
our database. 

Inman Staff 
 

Rev. Tommy Ross, Pastor 
 (706) 473-3141 (cell)  
 pastor@inmanmethodist.org 
Dena Anderson, Children/Youth Coordinator 
 770-576-5019 
 youth@inmanmethodist.org 
Anna Baker, Church Secretary 
 (770) 461-2123 
 secretary@inmanmethodist.org 
Carolyn Kramlich, Pianist 
 770-315-4128 
 pianist@inmanmethodist.org  
Jolynn Stevens, Director of Music 
 music@inmanmethodist.org 
 

The Informer is a publication of  
Inman United Methodist Church 
151 Hills Bridge Road 
Fayetteville, GA 30215 
(770) 461-2123 
www.inmanmethodist.org 

United Methodist Women 
 

     In honor of Mother’s Day on May 13th, the UMW LAF 
Circle is preparing a list of loved ones tht you would like to 
remember or honor in our church bulletin that Sunday. The 
cost is $1.00 per name, and all proceeds will go towards pro-
jects and missions in the coming year.  Sign up sheets are 
available in the bulletin on Sunday.  Please turn in your slips 
and money by May 6th so there is time to order flowers.  
 
     Our next UMW meeting will be Tuesday, May 15th.  
Keep an eye on the bulletin for any updates and information.   
 

Blessings, 
 
Joni Janssen, President 


