
 

Thanksgiving History 
I love to understand the history behind events and occasions of remembrance. Here is a little background as to why we 

have the national holiday, Thanksgiving. For me, it is very touching to note that this proclamation was made in the middle of 
our Civil War.  

Sarah Josepha Hale, a 74-year-old magazine editor, wrote a letter to President Abraham Lincoln on September 28, 
1863, urging him to have the "day of our annual Thanksgiving made a National and fixed Union Festival." She explained, "You 
may have observed that, for some years past, there has been an increasing interest felt in our land to have the Thanksgiving held 
on the same day, in all the States; it now needs National recognition and authoritative fixation, only, to become permanently, 
an American custom and institution." 

President Lincoln responded to Mrs. Hale's request immediately, unlike several of his predecessors, who ignored her 
petitions altogether. In her letter to Lincoln she mentioned that she had been advocating a national thanksgiving date for 15 
years as the editor of Godey's Lady's Book. George Washington was the first president to proclaim a day of thanksgiving, issuing 
his request on October 3, 1789, exactly 74 years before Lincoln's. Under Lincoln, Secretary of State William Seward wrote this 
Thanksgiving document. 

October 3, 1863 
By the President of the United States of America. 

A Proclamation. 
The year that is drawing towards its close has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To 

these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been 
added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually 
insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, 
which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all na-
tions, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in 
the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. 
Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defense, have not arrested the 
plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of 
the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the 
waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and the battlefield; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augment-
ed strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom. No human counsel hath de-
vised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while 
dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should 
be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do there-
fore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in 
foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our benefi-
cent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him 
for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedi-
ence, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil 
strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds 
of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, 
tranquility and Union. 

**************** 
This month, as Thanksgiving approaches our tables, remember the reason why we partake in a day Thanksgiving.  It’s 

not about the turkey, dressing, and cranberry sauce. It’s not about what football team is playing. It’s about giving thanks to an 
almighty God that has showered us with love and blessings each and every day of our lives. This month take time to remember 
why you are thankful. 

 
Shalom, 
Pastor Tommy  
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Outreach Offering for November 
 
 This month our communion service rail offering and our noisy bucket collection is sponsored by the Outreach 
committee and will be for the Angel Tree.  Angel Tree gifts are used to provide Christmas gifts for the children of 
Murphy-Harpst and the children of the United Methodist Children’s Home.  In addition, we provide Christmas gifts 
and cheer for a family in our area with our Angel Tree giving.  
 
Murphy-Harpst 
 Murphy-Harpst is a residential treatment center for abused children and teens 
in Georgia.  They provide round-the-clock therapeutic care that enables children to 
heal and recover so that they can re-engage with society and lead productive lives.  A 
ministry of the United Methodist Church, Murphy-Harpst relies on goodwill and 
contributions.  In order to continue to provide quality care from their trained  
medical staff, they need your help.  

 
United Methodist Children’s Home       

 The Children's Home works to heal children, unite families, and 
change lives.  They place children into safe and loving foster care homes 
while helping to restore family relationships.  They also prepare young 
adults in Georgia’s foster care system to make positive life decisions as 
they transition to independent adulthood.  The vision of the United 
Methodist Children's Home is a world where every child is raised in a  
loving, compassionate, and nurturing home.  

 
 

Please bring your Angel Tree offerings on Sunday, November 5th.  

Joy & Sharing and Primetimers 
 

 Joy & Sharing and Primetimers will meet jointly during the 
months of November and December.  Please see either Gloria Reid or 
Jean McChargue if you would like more information.  
 

The November meeting will be announced in the bulletin soon.  



Landing Get-Togethers  
 

  Each Sunday, following the 8:45 a.m. service and again between Sunday School and the 11:00 a.m. service, a 
group in our church will sponsor a brief time of hospitality on the stair landing.  During the month of November, the 
Outreach Committee will be promoting Angel Tree.  Stop by to see how you can get involved. 
 The Outreach Committee has planned for the followings groups to host the Landing Get-Togethers for the 
coming year.   

November Outreach promote Angel Tree 
December Outreach Promote Christmas VBS 
January  Sunday Schools – Pathfinders and TBA 
February Sunday Schools – Youth and Children 
March  ASP 
April  Special Needs 
May  Outreach Committee to promote Missions 
June  VBS Sign up 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Thank you to everyone who has donated filled Christmas Shoeboxes, items to be placed in the 
Christmas Shoeboxes, and monetary donations to help us fill the boxes and cover the cost of mailing 
with this mission.  Thanks to your generosity, we will spread the joy of Christmas and share the love 
of Jesus with children around the world.  
 

Everyone is invited to the Christmas Shoebox packing party on 
November 4th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

Backpack Buddies 
 
 The response from the members of our church 
for this mission has been wonderful.  We pack the 
backpacks on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. in Room 212 
and deliver to Inman Elementary School on Thursday.  
At this time, we are only in need of individual  
packages of grits and Gallon Ziplock bags.   
 

 

Blessings, 
Joni Janssen  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note our special Advent and Christmas worship schedule: 

 The first Sunday of Advent, November 26, we will hold a joint worship service at 10:00 a.m. for 
the Hanging of the Greens Service.   

 The third Sunday of Advent, December 10, our Chancel Choir will be presenting the Christmas 
cantata.  This will be a joint worship service at 10:00 a.m.  The Choir looks forward to sharing 
the cantata with the Lord and congregation.  If you would like to join with us in song, please 
come to choir practices on Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m.  All voices are welcome!  

 Since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday this year, our December 24 morning service will be a joint 
worship service at 10:00 a.m.   

 Christmas Eve Services will be at 5:00 and 9:00 p.m.  Please invite your friends and loved ones to 
join us. 

 
For these three services we will NOT have 10:00 Sunday school, or our regular  

8:45 and 11:00 a.m. services.   
 

We WILL hold our regular worship schedule on December 3 and December 17. 
 
 
 

Church-Wide Workday 
 
     Everyone is invited to help on Saturday, November 4th starting at 9:00 a.m.  This is our opportunity 
to get the Church ready for the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holiday season.  We will be 
trimming bushes/trees, mulching, painting, 
and making some repairs at the youth house, 
parsonage, and the main building.  Wear some 
old clothes and bring your work gloves.  All ag-
es and ability levels are invited to join us! 



Wednesday Evening Activities 
 

    Each Wednesday, there are several activities for all ages.  We hope you will 
   join us and find an activity you and your family will love.  

 

       Supper 
5:00 p.m. every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall.  Meals cost $7.00 for adults & teens, 
$3.00 for children aged 3-12 yrs., and children under 3 yrs. are free.  Sign up sheets are 
available in the pews on Sunday or you can call the church secretary.  If you are part of the 
committee scheduled to serve, please make every effort to be at the church by 4:30 p.m. to 
help.  The menu for the month of November is as follows: 

 November 1 - Spaghetti & Meatballs (Membership Care) 
 November 8 - Chicken (Staff-Parish) 
 November 15 - Lasagna (Finance) 
 November 22 - No evening activities 
 November 29 - Pork Roast (Kids chicken nuggets) (Worship) 

 
 

      Youth Choir 
The Inman UMC Youth Ensemble meets at 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. on Wednesdays in 
the Choir Room.  All youth and children ages 3rd grade and up are invited 
to come to rehearsal.  See Carolyn Kramlich for more information. 

 

      Adult Choir 
The Inman Choral Ensemble meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room to practice for the upcoming  
Sunday’s services.  Please see Jolynn Stevens for more information. 

 
 

  Bible Study 
In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, pastor and author Matt Rawle 
uses Lee's beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics. Join Scout, Atticus Finch, 
Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson in this four-week study considering God's world and what it all means.  
Adult Bible Study meets in Room 212 after evening supper.  See Rev. Tommy for more information. 
 

 

  TeamKID 
TeamKID is a fun, interactive bible club for kids!  TeamKID is designed for children 
in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Each session includes a missions emphasis and 
Bible memory verses.  TeamKID meets at 6:30 p.m. in Room 219. 

 

 

 



Our Prayer List 

For healing from health concerns 
Mike Aiken, brain tumor (Pat Pratt) 
Jayne Akeman 
Carlos Allen (Gloria Reid’s brother) 
Wanda Anderick (Nancy Allgood)  
Anna Anderson (Angus Anderson) 
Sara Ballard 
Ray Barday (Charles Cox) 
Liz Beardon (Judy Becco’s sister)  
Judy Becco 
Charlotte Booth (Martha Kozisek) 
DeLois Casebier, kidney disease 
Jess Cash (Kathy Stower’s sister)  
Brad Cook 
Brenda Durkee 
Arlys Ferrell, surgery 
Cheryl Gibbs, aneurysm (Tommy Peacock)  
Junior Hale, stroke 
Joyce Hayes (Jean Allen’s sister) 
Nicole Henry, colitis 
Jean Hilten (Claire Starkey’s aunt) 
Jerry Mask 
Lenny Mayfield (Herm Janssen) 
Agnes McChargue (Jean McChargue’s cousin) 
Bill Peacock (Charles & Kay Cox) 
Tiny Peeples 
Barbara Ponzio 
Jack Price 
Miriam Schmidt 
Thelma Shackleford 
Sharon Stephens (Harriett Parham) 
John Stevens 
Ursala Strickland (Linda DeLisle’s mother and 

Eve’s grandmother) 
Lee Wagner (Brad Wagner’s father) 
Jeff Wedge 
Rhonda Wheeler (Daughter-in-law of George 

& Lynn Wheeler) 
Don Whiteside 

For healing from cancer 
Terri Adams (Virginia Adams’ daughter) 
Shannan Archer (Arlys Ferrell) 
Ben Akeman 
Brandon Brown (Claire Starkey) 
Pat Cooper (Jane St. Amour) 
Nancy Cox (Cox’s sister-in-law) 
Walter Delia (Martha Kozisek) 
Berta Folds (John & Patty Rigby) 
Mary Lee Giddings 
Gina Henderliter (step-daughter of Carolyn 

Kramlich)  
Donna Hilton (Claire Starkey) 
Paige Kent (Harriet Parham) 
Matt Kirkindall 
Marvin Markham 
Harry Martin (George & Lynn Wheeler) 
Kim Moss (Arlys Ferrell) 
H.C. Pratt 
James Rideout, bone marrow transplant 
Mike Sams 
Katie Schmidt (Brenda Schachle) 
Louise Woods (Ann Hembree) 
 
For those mourning the death of these  
 loved ones 
Dell Kerr 
Denise Lamb Clark 
Julius Martin 
 
Other Concerns 
For the children and youth programs of Inman 
Unspoken prayers of the congregation 



NOVEMBER 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

2 3 4 
9:00 a.m.  
Church  
Work Day 
10:00 a.m. 
Operation  
Christmas Child  
Shoebox Packing 

Party 

5 
All Saints Day 
Holy Communion 
Noisy Buckets 

6 
4:00 p.m. 
Girl Scout  
Recruitment  
Event 

7 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m. 
Finance Committee 

Meeting 

8 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

9 
3:00 p.m.  
Girl Scout  
Meeting 

10 11 

12 13 14 
7:00 p.m.  
Administrative 

Board Meeting 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 

15 
1:30 p.m. Outreach Committee 

Meeting 
5:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

16 17 18 

19 
12:15 p.m.  
Children/Youth 

Council 

20 21 
10:00 a.m.  
UMW 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 

22 
No Evening Activities 

23 
Church Office 

Closed 
Thanksgiving 

24 25 

26 
10:00 a.m.  
Hanging of the 

Greens Service 

27 28 
6:30 p.m. UMM 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 

29 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

30   
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Rick Minter  11/11 
Kathy Stowers  11/13 
Nicole Henry  11/15 
Paula Hicks  11/16 
Don Whiteside  11/23 
Kevin Schachle  11/24 
Melanie Ballard  11/29 
Jeff Wedge   11/30 

 
If you see that a birthday is missing, please notify the 
church office so that we can make the correction in 
our database. 

Inman Staff 
 

Rev. Tommy Ross, Pastor 
 (706) 473-3141 (cell)  
 pastor@inmanmethodist.org 
Anna Baker, Church Secretary 
 (770) 461-2123 
 secretary@inmanmethodist.org 
Carolyn Kramlich, Pianist 
 770-315-4128 
 pianist@inmanmethodist.org  
Jolynn Stevens, Director of Music 
 music@inmanmethodist.org 
 

The Informer is a publication of  
Inman United Methodist Church 
151 Hills Bridge Road 
Fayetteville, GA 30215 
(770) 461-2123 
www.inmanmethodist.org 

 The UMM will be hosting a Men’s Breakfast,  
Saturday, December 9th at 8:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Come for good food and fellowship and then stay for 
the UMW’s Christmas Craft Bazaar afterwards.   
 If you would like more information about how you 
can be involved with either the breakfast or the craft bazaar, 
please see Ed Roehm or Joni Janssen.  

Church Office Holiday Hours 
 

The church office will be closed on  
Thursday, November 23rd for Thanksgiving Day.  


