
 

Faith and Doubt 
 
 I recall a conversation I had years ago with an atheist friend of mine who asked me, “How sure are you that 

what you believe about Jesus is true?”  Fair question. 

 I responded to his question with a question: “When you have asked other people the same question, have 

they responded with the answer, ‘I have no doubt whatsoever!’?”  He said that most Christians respond that way. 

 Before I answered his question, I offered an explanation for my impending answer.  I said that being a  

Christian is a matter of faith.  Although I have solid historical evidence that Jesus lived, I cannot prove or disprove 

the existence of God or the resurrection of Christ.  Although for me, the credibility of the gospel accounts of the  

resurrection and the subsequent behavior of the disciples is compelling evidence. 

 And then of course I have my own personal experience.  But all that aside, matters of faith cannot be  

empirically proven.  Hence, all matters of faith have some element of doubt or unproveability  (this is not a word, I 

made it up).  I told him that I am 96% certain that what I believe about God and my faith to be true is true.  Of 

course, that percentage is just a figure I pulled out of the air to indicate that I am extremely convinced that Jesus has 

overcome death and is alive and well! 

 He seemed to think my response was a very reasonable one.  He told me that he is maybe 99% sure that there 

is no God.  As I considered this, I chose to look at the 1% of him that is an embryonic stage of faith.  How might 

that 1% grow?  

 I think most people struggle with questions and doubts about the Christian faith.  We are no different from 

the father of the sick child who said to Jesus, “I do believe; help me overcome by unbelief.”  Jesus is so eager to meet 

us where we are.  For me, a prayer that acknowledges the struggles I have with believing is authentic and powerful.  I 

do believe Jesus honors this type of prayer. 

 So, I say to all types of people, come to Jesus, talk to Him and ask Him to take charge of your life.  Tell Him 

you struggle to believe but the part of you that does have faith welcomes Him.  Jesus said, “Come to me all you who 

labor and are burdened and I will give you rest.”  He still does. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Tommy 
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You’re Invited! 

 

Community Cookout and  

Trunk or Treat 
October 28, 2017   4:30 – 8:00 p.m.  

at Minter Farm 
 

Bring your friends and family! 
Hotdogs and Hamburgers provided. 

Bring your chairs to sit around and watch the games. 
Wear costumes for the contest! 

 
Practice your skills to be a winner at: Cornhole, Sack races, 3-legged races, and other games. 

Bring your canned goods and donations to benefit Fayette Samaritans. 
Trophies will be awarded for best decorated trunks.  

 
If you would like to volunteer to help with cooking, games, crafts, or are planning to decorate your 

trunk, please fill out the form available in the Landing or see Brenda Schachle.  



Landing Get-Togethers  
 

 Each Sunday, following the 8:45 a.m. service and again between Sunday School 
and the 11:00 a.m. service, a group in our church will sponsor a brief time of hospitality 
on the stair landing.  During the month of October, the UMW will be promoting the 
Samaritans Purse Christmas Shoeboxes.  Stop by to see how you can get involved. 

Joy & Sharing 
 Joy & Sharing will meet Tuesday, October 10th at 11:30 a.m. in the  
Fellowship Hall.  For more information, see Gloria Reid.  Please invite your 
friends.  We hope to see you there! 

Primetimers 
 The Primetimers will meet Tuesday, October 24th at 11:30 a.m. (location 
to be announced).  Please join us!  If you would like more information about how 
you can participate, contact Jean McChargue at 770-241-6800.  

  
 

UMW LaGrange District  
Annual Meeting 

 
 
 
 

 

You are invited to the  
United Methodist Women’s LaGrange District Annual Meeting. 

Sunday, October 15th at 2:30 p.m.  
at St. Mary’s UMC in Hogansville. 

Our District Supervisor, Susan Landry, will be speaking.  All women in the district, as well as  
pastors, are invited to attend.  Registration forms are available on the table in the Landing.   

(Return your completed forms to the secretary’s office by October 11th.)  



 

 
Operation Christmas Child demonstrates God's love to children in need worldwide by delivering  

gift-filled shoeboxes and the good news of Jesus Christ!  
 

What Goes in My Shoebox? 
A “Wow” Item :  Delight a kid!  Start with a medium to large item that will capture the child’s attention the instant 
he or she opens the box. 
Ideas include: Soccer ball with pump, stuffed animal, toys (puppets, trucks, etc.), doll (baby, Barbie, etc.), musical instru-
ment, outfit, shoes. 
 
Other Suggestions: 
Toys:  Include items that children will immediately embrace such as toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, toys that light up 
and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 
 
School Supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and pic-
ture books, etc. 
 
Non-liquid Hygiene Items:  toothbrush, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 
 
Accessories:  T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 
 
Crafts:  Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets.  
A Personal Note:  You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself, your family, or group. If you include 
your name and an address, the child may be able to write back. 
 
 

Do Not Include 
Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related items 
such as toy guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or 
food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vita-
mins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; 
aerosol cans. 
 
Please include a $9 donation to cover the costs of the ship-

ping of your shoebox.  Please return completed boxes to the 
Landing by the end of October. 



Wednesday Evening Activities 
 

Each Wednesday, there are several activities for all ages.  We hope you will 
join us and find an activity you and your family will love.  

 

   Supper 
5:00 p.m. every Wednesday in the Fellowship Hall.  Meals cost $7.00 for adults & teens, $3.00 
for children aged 3-12 yrs., and children under 3 yrs. are free.  Sign up sheets are available in the 
pews on Sunday or you can call the church secretary.  Menus for the week are posted in the bul-
letin on Sundays. 

 

Youth Choir 
The Inman UMC Youth Ensemble meets at 5:00 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. on Wednes-
days in the Choir Room.  All youth and children ages 3rd grade and up are 
invited to come to rehearsal.  See Carolyn Kramlich for more information. 

 

        Adult Choir 
The Inman Choral Ensemble meets Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room 
to practice for the upcoming Sunday’s services.  Please see Jolynn 
Stevens for more information. 

 

     Bible Study 
In The Faith of a Mockingbird, based on Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, pastor and author Matt Rawle 
uses Lee's beloved characters to explore Christian faith, theology, and ethics. Join Scout, Atticus Finch, 
Boo Radley, and Tom Robinson in this four-week study considering God's world and what it all means.  
Adult Bible Study meets in Room 211 after evening supper.  See Rev. Ross for more information. 
 

    TeamKID 
TeamKID is a fun, interactive bible club for kids!  TeamKID is designed for  
children in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  Each session includes a missions  
emphasis and Bible memory verses.  TeamKID meets at 6:30 p.m. in Room 219. 
 

 

Upcoming events: 
 

  Charge Conference 
The charge conference is the basic governing body of each United Methodist local church and is composed 
of all members of the church council. This year’s Charge Conference will meet on Sunday, October 22nd at 
3:00 p.m. at Fayetteville First United Methodist Church. 

 

   5th Sunday Potluck 
 

Invite your friends and family to join us on Sunday, October 29th for 5th Sunday dinner at 12:15 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Main dishes will be provided so please bring sides and desserts to 
share.   



Our Prayer List 

For healing from health concerns 
Mike Aiken, brain tumor (Pat Pratt) 
Jayne Akeman 
Carlos Allen (Gloria Reid’s brother) 
Wanda Anderick (Nancy Allgood)  
Anna Anderson (Angus Anderson) 
Sara Ballard 
Ray Barday (Charles Cox) 
Liz Beardon (Judy Becco’s sister)  
Judy Becco 
Charlotte Booth (Martha Kozisek) 
DeLois Casebier, kidney disease 
Jess Cash (Kathy Stower’s sister)  
Brad Cook 
Caleb Dudley (Pat Pratt) 
Brenda Durkee 
Cheryl Gibbs, aneurysm (Tommy Peacock)  
Junior Hale, stroke 
Nicole Henry, colitis 
Jean Hilten (Claire Starkey’s aunt) 
Griffin Lunceford 
Jerry Mask 
Julius Martin 
Agnes McChargue (Jean McChargue’s cousin) 
Tiny Peeples 
Jack Price 
Miriam Schmidt 
Thelma Shackleford 
John Stevens 
Ursala Strickland (Linda DeLisle’s mother and 

Eve’s grandmother) 
Lee Wagner (Brad Wagner’s father) 
Jeff Wedge 
Rhonda Wheeler (Daughter-in-law of George 

& Lynn Wheeler) 
Don Whiteside 
 
 

For healing from cancer 
Terri Adams (Virginia Adams’ daughter) 
Shannan Archer (Arlys Ferrell) 
Ben Akeman 
Brandon Brown (Claire Starkey) 
Pat Cooper (Jane St. Amour) 
Nancy Cox (Cox’s sister-in-law) 
Walter Delia (Martha Kozisek) 
Berta Folds (John & Patty Rigby) 
Mary Lee Giddings 
Gina Henderliter (step-daughter of Carolyn 

Kramlich)  
Donna Hilton (Claire Starkey) 
Paige Kent (Harriet Parham) 
Matt Kirkindall 
Marvin Markham 
Harry Martin (George & Lynn Wheeler) 
Kim Moss (Arlys Ferrell) 
H.C. Pratt 
James Rideout, bone marrow transplant 
Mike Sams 
Katie Schmidt (Brenda Schachle) 
Louise Woods (Ann Hembree) 
 
For those mourning the death of these 

loved ones 
Joe Ponzio 
Dell Kerr 
Dale Howard 
 
Other Concerns 
For the children and youth programs of Inman 
Unspoken prayers of the congregation 



OCTOBER 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Holy Communion 
Noisy Buckets 

2 
6:30 p.m. 
1st Monday 
Dinner Group 

3 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 

4 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

5 6 7 
9:30 a.m.  
UMW North 
GA  
Conference  
Meeting 

8 
Chili Cook Off 

9 10 
11:30 a.m. 
Joy & Sharing 
7:00 p.m.  
Trustees Meeting 

11 
5:00 p.m.  
Staff Meeting 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

12 
3:00 p.m.  
Girl Scout  
Meeting 

13 14 

15 
12:15 p.m. 
Children/Youth  
Council 
2:30 p.m. 
Girl Scouts  
Kindness Rocks 
2:30 p.m. 
UMW Lagrange  
District Annual  
Meeting 

16 17 
10:00 a.m. UMW 
7:00 p.m.  
Boy Scouts 
7:00 p.m.  
SPR Committee  
Meeting 

18 
4:30 p.m. Worship  
Committee Meeting 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

19 20 21 

22 
12:15 p.m.  
Tech. Committee  
Meeting 
3:00 p.m.  
Charge Conference 

23 24 
11:30 a.m.  
Primetimers 
6:30 p.m. UMM 

25 
5:00 p.m. Youth Ensemble 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday  
      Evening Supper 
6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
6:30 p.m. TeamKID 

26 
3:00 p.m.  
Girl Scout  
Meeting 

27 28 
4:30 p.m. 
Trunk or Treat 

29 
12:15 p.m.  
5th Sunday Dinner 

30 31 
Life Line  
Screening 
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Vivian Christian  10/4 
Carolyn Kramlich  10/4 
Craig Zoellner  10/9 
Collin Gibson  10/14 
Dixie Berner   10/18 
Mary Jane Fortner  10/18 
Linda Chaffin  10/19 
Kay Cox    10/31 

 
If you see that a birthday is missing, please notify the 
church office so that we can make the correction in 
our database. 

Inman Staff 
 

Rev. Tommy Ross, Pastor 
 (706) 473-3141 (cell)  
 pastor@inmanmethodist.org 
Anna Baker, Church Secretary 
 (770) 461-2123 
 secretary@inmanmethodist.org 
Carolyn Kramlich, Pianist 
 770-315-4128 
 pianist@inmanmethodist.org  
Jolynn Stevens, Director of Music 
 music@inmanmethodist.org 
 

The Informer is a publication of  
Inman United Methodist Church 
151 Hills Bridge Road 
Fayetteville, GA 30215 
(770) 461-2123 
www.inmanmethodist.org 

Pumpkin Carving 
 

Please join us on  
Wednesday, October 25th 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. for  

Pumpkin Carving! 
 

These pumpkins will be displayed at our Trunk or 
Treat event and can be entered into the  

Pumpkin Carving Contest! 
 

Bring your own pumpkin or come prepared to 
carve some that the church will supply.  Everyone 

of all ages is invited to participate.  


